THE “DIRTY DOZEN”

The 12 Most Violated Maintenance Codes
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The Martinsburg Planning Department serves the community through several functions, some of which include reviewing construction
plans, issuing building permits for construction/remodeling projects, and performing inspections based upon permitted work. The
department follows the WV State Building Code, based considerably on the 2018 edition of International Codes, including the 2018
International Property Maintenance Code. This code applies to all existing property and structures, such as: homes, storage sheds,

garages, fences, retaining wallls, sidewalks and commercial buildings.

This guide is intended to inform the public of the most common code violations. ..

. Do you have one of the Dirty Dozen where you live?

#1: TRASH

Unless properly contained, trash is spread
onto sidewalks, streets and yards by
wind and animals. This is both
unsightly and unsanitary. .
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City Ordinance 951.02(b):

No person shall store or
permit the storage of refuse

on or about his premises, or
the premises occupied by
him, unless such refuse is kept
separately in standard trash and garbage
containers, not to be stored in front yards, porches or in public view
on a regular basis, and in accordance with Section 951.02 (i).

IPMC 308.1: All exterior property and premises, and the interior
of every structure, shall be free from any accumulation of rubbish
or garbage.

IPMC 308.3 Every occupant of a structure shall dispose
of garbage in a clean and sanitary manner by placing
such garbage in an approved garbage disposal facility
or approved garbage containers.

#2: GRASS & WEEDS

Overgrown grass/weeds are
unsightly and create shelter for
rodents, snakes and wildlife.

IPMC 302.4: All premises and
exterior property shall be
maintained free from weeds or
plant growth more than 10 inches.
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#3: Premises Identification

Placing 4-inch address numbers that are plainly visible
(contrasting
colors) from the
street on the
front of the
dwelling to assist
police, fire and
rescue services
in cases of an
emergency is
essential.

IPMC 304.3 Buildings shall have approved address numbers
placed on the front of the dwelling, so they are easily legible from
the street.

H#4: Protective Treatment

All exterior walls and wood
surfaces on all structures
shall be maintained and
free of peeling paint and |
rot.

IPMC 304.2: All exterior surfaces,
including but not limited to,
doors, door and window frames,
cornices, porches, trim, balconies, decks, fences, shall be
maintained in good condition.
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#5 SIDEWALKS

Deteriorated walking surfaces are unsightly and create a hazard to
pedestrians. Please be advised, maintenance and repair of public
sidewalks bordering your property is the property owner's
responsibility.

IPMC 302.3: All sidewalks, walkways, stairs, driveways, parking
spaces and similar areas shall be kept in a state of repair and
maintained free from hazardous conditions.

City Charter Article 6, Section 8(8) authorizes the City “...to order
and direct the curbing and paving of sidewalks and footways for
public use in said City, to be done and kept in good order by the

owners of adjacent property” w "
0
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#6: GRAFFITI

Defacement is not art!

IPMC 302.9: No person shall deface
any exterior surface on private or :
public property by placing any marking, carving or graﬁ' ti. It shall
be the responsibility of the property owner to restore said surface
to an approved state of maintenance and repair.

#7: WINDOWS

Windows must be intact to prevent
wildlife, birds, bats and weather from
entering the structure and operational to
let entrapped occupants out in case of a
fire.

IPMC 304.13.1. All glazing material shall
be maintained free from cracks and holes.

IPMC 304.13: Every window, skylight, door and frame shall be
kept in sound condiition, good repair and weather tight.
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#8: INOPERABLE VEHICLES

Can't drive it? Put it in a garage. All
vehicles must be licensed AND
operable. ALL vehicles must be
parked on the driveway or
street. Parking vehicles on the |
front, side or rear yards is not
allowed. Covering unlicensed or

inoperable vehicles with a car cover or tarp is not a
suitable solution.

IPMC 302.8: Except as provided for in other regulations, no
inoperative or unlicensed motor vehicle shall be parked, kept or
stored on any premises, and no vehicle shall at any time be in a
state of major disassembly, disrepair, or in the process of being
stripped or dismantled. Painting of vehicles is prohibited unless
conducted inside an approved spray booth.

Zoning Ordinance 5.16 (2): Parking shall be prohibited
in the front, side or rear yards in residential districts,
except on paved areas or impervious driveways ....

#9: GARBAGE CONTAINERS

City Code, Article 951

Some basic garbage requirements

include:

1. Garbage containers need to
be leak-proof with secure lids
and two lifting handles.

2. No container can weigh more
than 30 pounds. There is a 5-bag
limit per collection.

3. Eachstandard solid waste container shall have the capacity of
not more than thirty gallons.

4. Do notsetout containers before 5:00 p.m. the day priorto the
scheduled collection day, and no later than 6:00 a.m. on the
scheduled day for collection.

5. Do not store garbage containers on the sidewalk/curb. All
containers must be removed from the curb within 12 hours
of collection or sooner.
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Have more than 5 bags or a bulk item, such as a mattress, to
dispose of? Please call the Martinsburg Public Works
Department to schedule a bulk pick-up for a small fee at (304)
264-2126. Be advised, discarding furniture/rubbish
on your property or sidewalk area is strictly
prohibited and a citation will be issued unless a bulk
pick-up has been scheduled and paid for through
Public Works!

#10: FENCING

All fencmg must be structurally sound and complete. No
ek’ = | leaning/rotted posts or
missing sections/pieces.

IPMC302.7 All
| accessory structures,
Y " including detached
garages, fences and walls, shall be maintained structurally
sound and good repair.

#11: Unsafe Structures

IPMC 108.1.1 UNSAFE STRUCTURES: An unsafe structure is one
that is found to be dangerous to the life, health, property or safety
of the public or
the occupants of
the structure by
not providing
minimum
safeguards to
protect or warn
occupants in the
event of fire, or because such structure contains unsafe
equipment or is so damaged, decayed, dilapidated, structurally
unsafe, or of such faulty construction or unstable foundation, that
partial or complete collapse is possible.
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#12: SWIMMING POOLS:

All swimming pools capable of holding water at a depth greater
than 24 inches must be
completely surrounded by a
fence at least 48 inches in height
and are not permitted in the
front or side yard. These types of
pools are intended to be used temporarily during the warm
months and must be disassembled and removed once use is no
longer practical.

IPMC 303.1 Swimming pools shall be maintained
in a clean and sanitary condition, and in good repair.



